REMARKS 



The certified copy of the priority document is enclosed. 

The objection to the specification has been corrected. 

The rejection of the original claims is duly noted, as is the statement 
regarding allowable subject matter. The claims have been redrafted with an eye 
on the allowable subject matter, and are here presented as new claims 6 to 26. 
Great care has been taken in the redraft to avoid any Section 112 informalities, 
while at the same time to express the invention so that it is distinctly claimed and 
the invention is particularly pointed out. The claims breakdown into claims 6 to 14 
are directed to the novel ski binding, claims 15 to 23 are directed to the 
combination of a ski with the novel binding mounted thereon, and claims 24 to 26 
are directed to the combination of a ski boot of unique design locked to the novel 
ski binding. 

The novelty of the present invention, and what patentable distinguishes it 
over the prior art, can best be seen from claim 6 reproduced below. 

Claim 6. (new): A step-in ski binding for cross-country skis and touring skis 
having a longitudinal axis comprising: 

(a) a base plate having a long axis for mounting on a ski coincident with the 
longitudinal axis thereof; 

(b) a housing that projects vertically upward from said base plate; 

(c) said housing being narrower transversely than said base plate thereby 
defining lateral spaces extending from the edges of the base plate to the 
housing; 

(d) two pressure spring-loaded retention bolts, each having a central axis, 
mounted in the housing and, in repose, extending substantially transversely to 
the long axis of the step-in binding and having shaped ends projecting out of said 
housing on opposite sides thereof toward the edges of said base plate; 
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(e) the shaped projecting ends of said pressure spring-loaded retention bolts 
adapted to engage in openings formed in inner legs of an open bottom, inverted 
U-shaped portion of a ski boot sole by stepping on the step-in ski binding from 
above with the U-shaped portion resting on the defined lateral spaces, 
whereupon said retention bolts will first be forced into the housing, and then 
forced into the openings of the ski boot when the retention bolts and openings 
are in alignment, and where after, the retention bolts will be locked in the ski 
boot openings; and 

(f) a releasing mechanism including a slide mounted on said base plate for 
relative movement thereto coacting with the retention bolts to force them into the 
housing removed from the openings of the ski boot so that the ski boot can be 
lifted vertically upwardly off the housing and freed from the ski binding. 

As is evident from the above, the limitations regarding the housing and the 
two retention bolts expressed in limitations (b), (c), (d) and (e) in combination 
with the slide and the coaction expressed in limitation (f), cannot be found in the 
prior art applied and/or cited. Although all the references show various bindings 
for skis, none of the references come anywhere close to showing the claimed 
structure as expressed in claim 6. This is particularly true regarding Ohlson (SE 
113,817) and Settembre (US 4,348,036). Both of these references show bindings 
that are mounted on a ski to clamp the ski boot from the outside, in 
contradistinction to the presently invention as expressed in claim 6, where the 
engagement of the ski boot comes from the inside via retention bolts held in a 
housing that is centrally located with respect to the ski axis. The structural 
limitations of claim 6 are novel and unobvious over the references cited. The 
limitations of claim 6 with respect to the binding are also included in independent 
claims 15 and 24. All the dependent claims include the limitations of claim 6. 

In light of the foregoing remarks, this application should be in condition for 
allowance, and early passage of this case to issue is respectfully requested. If 
there are any questions regarding this amendment or the application in general, 
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a telephone call to the undersigned would be appreciated since this should 
expedite the prosecution of the application for all concerned. 

It is respectfully requested that, if necessary to effect a timely response, this 
paper be considered as a Petition for an Extension of Time, time sufficient, to 
effect a timely response, and shortages in this or other fees, be charged, or any 
overpayment in fees be credited, to the Deposit Account of the undersigned, 
Account No. 500601 (Docket no. 7590-X03-003) 



Martin Fleit 

FLEIT KAIN GIBBONS GUTMAN BONGINI & BIANCO 

601 Brickell Key Drive Suite 404 

Miami, Florida 33131 

Tel: 305-416-4490; 

Fax: 305-416-4489 

e-mail: MFIeit@Focusonip.com 




Martin Fleit, Reg. #16,900 
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